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respected the rights of Poland; that the relations between the two
countries had been finally cleared up and transformed into a loyal
and friendly collaboration.

At that date, then, the Fiihrer had declared that the Danzig ques-
tion had been settled in a final manner to the satisfaction of both the
Reich and Poland.

2.  In order to denounce the German-Polish agreement of 1934,
the Fiihrer later on invoked the promises of mutual assistance recently
agreed upon between London and Warsaw.   He appears thus to imply
that Germany, by virtue of the Agreement of 1934, held a mortgage
on Polish foreign policy,  while itself retaining complete liberty of
action  allowing the  conclusion  of political  agreements  with other
countries.    In these circumstances, the new settlement proposed by
Germany, which would link the questions of Danzig and of the passage
across the Corridor with counterbalancing questions of a political
nature, would only serve to aggravate this mortgage and practically
subordinate Poland to the Axis and the Anti-Comintern Bloc.   Warsaw
refused this in order to retain its independence.

3.  If Poland, after thus weakening its political and strategic posi-
tion by yielding to the German demands, had subsequently tried to
find in London a counterweight to Nazi pressure, can it be doubted
that the Reich would then have declared not only that the Agreement
of 1934 was null and void, but also the new arrangement from which
the Reich would, however, have received all the benefit?

4.  The same process, in two stages, which has ended in the dis-
appearance of Czechoslovakia would have then been applied against
Poland.

5.  Polish acceptance of Germany's demands would have rendered
the application of any braking machinery in the East impossible.

The Germans are not wrong then, when they claim that Danzig
is in itself only a secondary question. It is not only the fate of the
Free City, 'it is the enslavement or liberty of Europe which is at stake
in the issue now joined.

COULONDRE.

No. 114

M. L^ON NOEL, French Ambassador in Warsaw,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Warsaw, April 30, 1939.

ONE of my colleagues has learned from one of the most intimate
collaborators of M. Beck that in September, January and March last,
the German Government proposed to Warsaw collaboration against
the U.S.S.R.

To a question by my colleague, M. Beck's collaborator, without
wishing to define these proposals, replied that they went far beyond
an adhesion of Poland to the Anti-Comintern Pact.

LEON  NOEL.